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¶ February 1 
NJMTA Spring Recital 
Audition Deadline 

¶ February 2 & 3 
Children Helping Chil-
dren Performathon 

¶ March, mid-April  
NJMTA Spring Recital 
Auditions 

¶ March 29-April 2 
MTNA National Con-
ference 

¶ March, mid-April  
NJMTA Spring Recital 
Auditions 

¶ Beginning of May 
NJMTA Spring Recital 
Concerts 

work and hours she provided to put together 
our yearbook. We also have a fantastic website. 

Special thanks to Jenny Chiou who maintains it 
with such artistic care.  

Congratulations to Betty Stoloff and Patricia 
Landy for the exciting work and promotion they 
have done in the area of Arts Advocacy. The 
idea of having a Performathon has been picked 
up by other states and New Jersey has been 
given full credit for creating this new direction 
in the country.  

Our state MTNA winners will be competing on 
January 11-12 at Penn State in the Eastern Divi-
sion Conference. We can feel very proud of 
these performers and we wish them good luck 
in the upcoming competitions.  

Mark on your calendars the MTNA National 
Conference in Denver Colorado on March 29 to 
April 2! This promises to be one of the best con-
ferences ever. You owe it to yourself to attend 
one of these dynamic events. Our own Ingrid 
Clarfield is Chairman of the Conference Plan-
ning Committee. Robert Spillman will be the 
clinician for the Chamber Master Class. Phyllis 
Lehrer and Paul Sheftel will head the Intermedi-
ate Piano Master Class and Lang Lang will be 
the clinician for the Advanced  Piano Master 
Class. He will also present a concert on April 1. 
The American Music Teacher, December/
January issue carries the full program of events.  

In closing, I would like to share with you that 
your Board and myself would always like to 
hear any ideas that you might have concerning 
programs that you would like to see us present. 
I encourage your support and  I ask you to 
please give us your time to help our hard work-
ing chairpersons at auditions and recitals. To-
gether, we can insure a powerful music organi-
zation that will benefit the musical life of our 
state. 

My best wishes for your continued success and 
happiness in 2008. 

Lillian Livingston 
President 

Dear Colleagues,  

I hope that you have enjoyed the Holidays in ways 
that provided you with special meaning and the 
companionship of family and friends. I am looking 
forward to an exciting year for NJMTA  

You have an outstanding Board. These members 
are so committed to their individual responsibilities. 
I assure you that all events will meet your expecta-
tions and those of your students. 

I couldn't be happier to note how we have grown 
as an organization. Our competitions and recitals 
use to feature primarily pianists. We now have 
more participants from other instruments. We are 
enriching the experience of all the students by pro-
viding the opportunity to hear other instruments in 

performances. 

Our 2007 Conference was a tremendous success. I 
received calls, e-mails from members indicating 
how much they gained from the experience. Other 
Board members indicated the same response from 
members. Our Clinicians were outstanding and 
conference sessions were well organized and pro-
vided so many practical and stimulating ideas. Spe-
cial praises go to Chiu-Ling Lin for her organiza-
tional skills and the members that provided their 
time and skills that insured such a successful event. 
Members that I would particularly like to recognize 
are Betty Stoloff, Marrianne Lauffer, Dauri Shippey, 
Flora Newberry, Tomoko Harada, Ingrid Tang, 
Ruth Pasquariello, Bing Bing Chang, Wendy Wu, 
Ayumi Hashimoto, Megan Register, Ting Ting Lien, 
Yi Yang, Kathy McClure, Kristen Watkins  Elena 
Benedict .Chiu-Tze Lin and family for doing all the 
programs for the Conference. Members of our Col-
legiate Chapter also gave their time in many differ-
ent ways. 

On behalf of NJMTA, I want to express our grati-
tude to Jacobs Music Company/Steinway and Sons 
for their continued support and generous sponsor-
ship of the Piano Master Class with Victor 
Rosenbaum. Jacobs Music continues to support 
NJMTA and remains committed to promoting ac-
tive music participation within our communities.  

Special thanks to Diane Hou for the tremendous 



The following students are to be congratulated on 
receiving the highest marks in their respective grades 

in the November 2007 Practical exams. 

 

Grade 1:  ALAN LAM 137 (cello) Ivy Yee-Chang 

Grade 2:  ZIHAO MI 142 (violin)  Ling Jin, CHRISTO-

PHER YANG 142 (piano) Ieva Carucci,  

Grade 3:  MOLLY QUAN 138 (piano) Yung-Ling Chang 

Grade 4:  BRENDAN WU 140 (violin) Ivy Yee-Chang 

Grade 5: MATTHEW LIU 137 (piano) Liang-Huei 

Huang Tsai 

Grade 6:  TIFFANY SUN 137 (flute) Stella Tang 

Grade 7:  ELIZABETH YANG 133 (piano) San Wa 

Ching,  

Grade 8:  WINSTON WU 136 (violin) Ivy Yee-Chang 

 

Congratulations to their fine teachers who coached 
and cajoled their students to reach such a high stan-

dard of all-round  performance and excellence. 

PA G E 2  

Plaques will be awarded to these students.  Christopher 
and Zihao will receive additional awards since they re-
ceived the highest marks in the exam session.  It is inter-
esting to note that the International Average of all 
grades combined is 117.  There were entries in piano, 
harp, violin, cello, flute, clarinet, alto & tenor saxophone 

and singing 

The November Theory session produced eight papers 
with perfect scores.  These students will each receive a 
Hedy King Robinson Award in the form of a check from 
the Board.  They are Grade 1:  JENNINE ABRAMSKY & 
SONYA PRIVEN (Tatiana Lapidus), ALEX LIN (Marianne 
Lauffer), PRAVEK KARWE (Radostina Velikova), Grade 2:  
KEVIN BARRETTO (Jacintha Aseervatham), APOORVA 
SHAH (Lubov Berenson), Grade 3:  JOANNA LEE & 

BRIAN LASHKEVICH (Margaret Knight)  

Teachers of advanced level students may be interested in 
receiving information on the ABRSM Certification pro-
gram which is recognized in 96 countries around the 
world, and as such, has international recognition.  It has  
3 Diploma levels, DipABRSM, LRSM and FRSM.  Informa-
tion is available upon request from Margaret Knight at 

margaretknight@comcast.net or 609-268-0762. 

T H R E E Q U A R T E R T I M E S 

ASSOCIATED BOARD OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC  

audition 4/12 --- William Paterson University 
     recitals 5/3 & 5/10 ----Christ Church, Pompton Lakes 
audition 3/16 --- Westminster Choir College 
     recitals 5/3 & 5/4 ---Pollak Theatre at Monmouth University 
audition 4/13 --- Westminster Choir College 
     recitals 5/10 & 5/11 ---Princeton area 
audition 4/20 --- Westminster Choir College 
     recitals 5/17 & 5/18 ---Princeton area 
 
Audition for Stings, Winds, Brass, Percussion, 
Voice and Chinese Folk Instruments: 
3/16 --- WCC, recitals 5/10 & 5/11 ---Princeton 
area 
 
Registration deadline: Friday, 2/1/2008. 
 

 

Audition registration forms are available on 
both the yearbook and website. Please en-
courage teachers to use the website form 
to fill in their registration information to 
avoid any mistakes. Thank you. 
 
Best regards, 

Grace Chang 

4 Piano audition recital dates and locations  

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 
Any parents or students who contact chairpersons, board members, 
or officers will disqualify students' participation in NJMTA 
events for one academic year. Teachers should be the only ones 
who contact chairpersons, board members, or officers of NJMTA. 
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Happy New Year!  The 2008 NJMTA Performathon is right around the corner.  On February 2
nd

. and 3
rd

., 
Westminster Choir College will again host our Performathon in Bristol Chapel.  In addition, on other 
dates, concerts of the Westminster Conservatory Young Artist Program and Rowan University will be 
held to contribute to our event.  

 

This year, the Performathon will raise money for the Ronald McDonald House Charities.  Ronald McDon-
ald House Charities creates, finds and supports programs that directly improve the health and well being 
of children.  This mission is a particularly good fit for a children/performance based event. 

 

As in the past two years, The Performathon on February 2
nd

. and 3
rd

. will be organized into one hour 
recital slots with approximately 40-45 minutes devoted to playing and 15 -20 minutes devoted to the set-
up, certificates and photo shoots.  The recital times are scheduled from 3pm to 9pm on both Saturday 
the 2

nd
. and Sunday the 3

rd
.  Right now, we are happy to report that several of the time slots have been 

booked.  But, there are still many times available. We encourage teachers to sign up for a specific 
amount of time on a particular day.  

 

 Look for the registration and donation forms and permission slips in this Newsletter. 

If you have any questions, please email Betty Stoloff, bhstoloff@gmail.com or Patricia Landy, plandy 
@rider.edu. 

 

We are ready to make this Performathon a great experience for you and your students. 

 

Betty Stoloff 

Patricia Landy 
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I attended the MTNA   Eastern Division which was held at Penn State, Jan. 11 and 12. We can feel very proud of New 

Jersey as we accomplished a great deal that weekend. It was an exciting 2 days.  

 

At the President's meeting I presented our annual report. Other states were very impressed at the numbers we are 
drawing for our own auditions and festivals. Bravo to all Chairpersons! It is their dedicated work that has inspired the 

growth of these events.  

 

The Performathon continues to receive admiration and serves as an inspiration 

to the other states. We should all feel very proud of the MTNA competition winners that came from our state.  

 

Bravo to all our outstanding artists and their great teachers. 

They are as follows: 

 

MTNA JUNIOR Performance Competition: 

WOODWIND: Minjeh Lee, Winner  Teacher Kenneth Ellison 

STRING: Brannon Cho, Winner      Teacher Hans Jensen 

PIANO:    Paul Von Autenried, Alternate    Teacher Chiu-Tze Lin 

  

MTNA Student Composition Competition  

Emily Tu, Honorable Mention   Teacher  Felicia Ruffman 

  

MTNA Senior Performance Competition 

WOODWIND: Magdalena Falasca, Alternate    Teacher William Gouse 

VOICE:   Eryn Lecroy, Alternate     Teacher Dauri Shippey  

STRING: Courtney Kaita, Alternate     Teacher Julie Albers 

  

YOUNG ARTIST PERFORMANCE COMPETITION 

PIANO: Ana Cristea Winner      Teacher Veda Zuponcic 

  

You can see why I loved representing New Jersey. 

Congratulations to all the very talented students and their wonderful teachers that participated in these competitions.  

  

Lillian Livingston, President 

Eastern Division Report  
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Chiu-Tze Lin recently founded the Bravura Philharmonic Orchestra, and is serving as its music director 

and conductor.  The Bravura Philharmonic Orchestra had a very successful debut performance on De-

cember 2, 2007, with a holiday concert that featured NJMTA Newsletter Editor Courtney Lin Kaita as the 

soloist in the Elgar Cello Concerto.  The orchestra is having its upcoming Family concert on February 24 in 
Plainsboro, NJ.  The orchestra is also sponsoring a concerto competition for young artists this spring, and 
auditions will be held at the Jacobs Music Center in Lawrenceville on March 1.  For more information re-
garding the competition, please contact Shirley Yang at (732) 946-4986.   More info regarding the orches-

tra is can be found on www.bravuraphil.org  

Phyllis Lehrer gave solo recitals this summer in Leuven, Belgium and Soderhamm, Sweden. 

(More four fabulous fantasies: Mozart, Chopin, Goolkasian Rahbee and Schumann).  In late June and July 
she taught at the High School Solo Artist Week with Jim Goldsworthy and Ena Barton, as part of Perspec-
tives in Piano Pedagogy,coordinated by Lillian Livingston and in High School Piano Week, along with Chiu-

Tze Lin and Chiu-Ling Lin. 

Chiu-Ling Lin will be spending a week in Seattle, WA during Feb. 14-19, 2008 giving a solo recital spon-

sored by the  Collaborative Artists EastWest, two workshop presentations to the localMTNA chapters, mas-

ter classes  and judging the SMTA Simon-Fiset  annual competitions. She will also be featured at the MTNA 
national conference on March 30 with a lecture/demonstration titled Eastern Delight: Exploring Chinese 

piano music in Denver, CO.  

On Sunday, February 10, 2008 at 3:00 pm, two of NJMTA members Tomoko Harada and Nan Childress 
Orchard along with Yuly Verbitsky will perform BeethovenFest Concert at Watchung Arts Center at 18 

Stirling Road, Watchung, New Jersey as one of its Classical Concert Series.  All Beethoven program includes 
his sonatas, variations, and bagatelles.  Please call 908-753-0190 or visit www.watchungarts.org  for more 

information.  

The Lin sister duo, Chiu-Tze Lin and Chiu-Ling Lin,  will be featured as soloists with the Bemidji Sym-

phony Orchestra performing the Saint -Seans Carnival of Animals in Bemidji, MN on Sunday, April 13, 2008. 

They will also give a duet recital with music by Poulenc, Mozart, Gould and Brahms at Bemidji State College 

on Friday, April 11.  

Note from the Editor:  

Welcome to the newest section in the NJMTA Newsletter! 

This section will give teachers the opportunity to share with their colleagues news of special interest. Perhaps there is a forth-

coming concert, a book that a member will have published, or any other professional activity to share with colleagues. Be-

cause of space, please limit articles to about 40 words. Thanks!  

http://www.watchungarts.org/


Application Requirements  
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It was wonderful having around 30 teachers joining us at the òBread and Butteró Certification session in 

the conference 2007. Many teachers expressed great interest in the certification process, and actually 

are ready to begin the process at any time. Their enthusiasm has encouraged me a great deal. 

We have had 5 teachers become National Certified Teacher of Music in the year of 2007, congratula-

tions to them all. Please take a look at the certification web page at www.njmta.com/certification  and 

see our newest information as well as download all the application forms for the NCTM process. 

There are some teachers express their interest in starting a group NCTM application again in the year of 

2008. Currently we have about 4 participating teachers who will be starting this project in February. 

We will direct these meetings by focusing on the completion of the Portfolio. The Portfolio is a major 

requirement for the Certification application if you are not taking the exam, nor going through the Ad-

ministration verification because you are only teaching in a private studio. Many teachers would like to 

do the Portfolio as a group so they can help and encourage each others. With the new Time Line I 

passed out during the conference, this group project should last about 4 months long. We plan to meet 

every other week, and for 8 times we should finish the project. The group is aiming to finish the Portfo-

lio by early June, 2008. If you are interested, please contact Certification@NJMTA.com which is my new 

contact email from now. The location of meeting will be announced later.  

Currently, there are 3,500 NCTM, Nationally Certified music teachers in the United States, and there are 

31 NCTM teachers in New Jersey. Certification is a process that validates an individual's qualifications 

for a specific field of professional practice. It demonstrates to employers, clients, and peers that which 

the individual knows and is able to do. It signifies commitment to continued excellence in professional 

practice. In addition, it increases visibility, builds credibility, earning power, and provides a goal for per-

sonal professional achievement and validates expertise for the individual and to those outside the field. 

The MTNA Professional Certification program exists for teachers who teach music to students of any 

age level in private or group settings. Please log on to the www.MTNA.org/certification   to find out 

more information or contact Ting Ting Lien, NCTM, the Certification Chairman of New Jersey. 

Lastly, to all the Certified teachers out there, do you know you can earn points by mentoring the NCTM 

applicants when they successfully received Certification? And these points will help you in renewing 

process when it is time for you to renew your certification in 5 years? Most importantly, you donõt need 

to know all the process before you agree to mentor anyone. By simply contacting Ting Ting Lien at the 

Certification@NJMTA.com, you will get the most updated answers. Just make sure the applicants write 

down your membership numbers on the application form, you can then earn your points.  

 Tips to know: 

1. The person who writes you the reference letter does not need to be a NCTM teacher themselves. 

2. It is not required to be a NJMTA member to be a NCTM. 

Certification Corner  
Currently 3,500 Nationally Certified Teachers of Music (NCTM) nationwide! 

http://www.njmta.com/certification
mailto:Certification@NJMTA.com
http://www.MTNA.org/certification
mailto:Certification@NJMTA.com
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1. What did you like most about this yearõs conference? 

2. Are you pleased with the location of the conference?  

3. Do you have any suggestions for possible future conference locations? 

4. What do you think was the highlight of the conference? Name specific session(s). 

5. Do you find yourself implementing the new teaching ideas learned from various sessions? If so, what? 

6. Do you have any suggestions for possible clinicians for future conferences? 

7. Is the length of the conference too long? Too short? Just right? Any suggestions for future scheduling? 

8. What, in your opinion, do you think can be improved for future planning of the conference?  

9. Is there any specific area of interest or topic that you would like to have it included  in the conference? 

10. What is your opinion on the per session fee to allow drop -ins for specific sessions? 

11. How did you find out about the conference?  

12. Are you a:  

 NJMTA Member  

 Non-Member  

 Considering Membership 

 

Please respond to: 

Chiu-Ling Lin, Conference Coordinator 

37 Westwinds Drive 

West Windsor, NJ    08550 

Or e-mail to pianosecret@comcast.net 

2007 NJMTA State Conference Survey  

http://njmta.com/2007ConferenceSurvey.pdf


NJMTA NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

13 McGinnis Road, 
Edison NJ, 08817 

Officers 
President    Lillian Livingston  Lillian88k@aol.com 
President-Elect    Chiu-Ling Lin   pianosecret@comcast.net  
Recording Secretary   Megan Register   njmta_secretary@yahoo.com 
Co-Treasurers    Chiu-Tze Lin   chiutze@optonline.net 

     Linda Fields   lfields@integrity.com 
Immediate Past President  Betty Stoloff   bhstoloff@gmail.com 
MTNA Competitions Coordinator  Bing Bing Chang  bchang@rider.edu 
Membership Chairperson  Sarah Chen   hcc216@yahoo.com 

Contact  Us!  
Or V iew us  on l ine  at  www.n jmta .com  

The New Jersey Music Teachers Association, is an affiliate of the Music Teachers National Association. 

The objective of the NJMTA is to advance the musical knowledge and to promote professional growth among 

music teachers, and to conduct activities which encourage and support teaching, performance, composition 

and the appreciation of music. 

We are a nonprofit organization whose funds are used solely to accomplish these objectives. 


