
Greetings Colleagues, 

Here we go --  2007!   

I hope you are well rested after the Holidays  and ready 

to face the challenges of 2007.   As music teachers we 

are constantly facing the challenges that our students 

present to us. So too, The NJMTA Board of Directors 

faces the challenge of serving the NJMTA membership. 

As I have stated before, the turnout for NJMTA Spon-

sored Events of the last year show that our students are 

actively participating in the programs NJMTA offers. 

But, in order to continue all of our programs, the Board 

needs your help.  I am asking all of our members to step 

up this year and be more involved in the upcoming 

Spring Events.  As our programs continue to grow in 

numbers, so too does the amount of   work.   There are 

numerous ways to lend a hand.  For each event, we are 

in need of room and  check in monitors,  runners,  set-up, 

set-down, and lunch and snack providers.   Obviously, 

we are indebted and lucky to have our enthusiastic chair-

people, who do most of the work.  But, they cannot do it 

all.  The success of all of our programs will be determined 

by how many of us visibly support the NJMTA programs 

that we all want.  

I look forward to seeing all of you this spring at the 

NJMTA Children Helping Children Performathon,   the 

Annual Recital Auditions, the Honors and High Honors 

Recitals, and the Spring Piano Festival.  Look for more 

information on these events in this Newsletter and in our 

2007 Yearbook. 

In the meantime, if you have ideas for new programs 

and/or ideas on how to improve our existing programs,  

please contact someone on the Board and we will be 

more than happy to talk with you.  We are indeed 

òExploring New Horizons,ó the theme of the 2006 State 

Conference. 

At this time,  I would like to thank Lillian Livingston and 

Marianne Lauffer  and the entire Conference Committee 

for sharing their time, energy and talents with all of us.  A 

special thank you goes out to Sarah Chen for all of her 

work with the membership packets.  Another special 

thank you goes out to Chiu -Tze Lin and her family for 

preparing all the programs for the Conference.  Everyone 

attending the programs at Rider University on November 

18th and 19 th had a great time.  Our eyes, ears, minds and 

taste buds were educated and stimulated. 

The performances of the two NJMTA Young Musicians 

Competitions Winners and MTNA Competitions Winners 

Recitals at the end of Saturday and Sunday were spectacu-

lar.  Bravo to all the teachers and students involved! 

On behalf of NJMTA,  I want to express our gratitude to 

Jacobs Music Company/Steinway and Sons for their gener-

ous sponsorship of the Piano Master Class with Frederic 

Chiu.  Jacobs Music continues to support NJMTA and re-

mains committed to promoting active music participation 

within our communities.  

Our state MTNA winners will be competing in Pittsburgh, 

Pennsylvania on January 5-6th at the Eastern Division Con-

ference.  Congratulations to them!  I know they will do us 

proud and I will be cheering them on in Pittsburgh.  

By now,  all of you will have received information regard-

ing the upcoming CFMTA/MTNA/RCM Collaborative Con-

ference in Toronto, Ontario, March 23-27, 2007, at the 

Sheraton Centre Toronto.  For more information, please 

look at the December/January issue of American Music 

Teacher or the MTNA website, mtna.org.  Our own Ingrid 

Clarfield, Lillian Livingston, Marvin Blickenstaff and Phyllis 

Lehrer will be among the featured presenters. I encourage 

you to join us at this Conference.  This promises to be a 

òdonõt missó Conference.  A reminder:  as of January 1, 

2007, everyone will need a passport to travel to Canada. 

Of course, we have several events coming up before March 

23rd.  As I stated before, please be ready to support all of 

our programs with your time and energy.  All of our stu-

dents benefit from our efforts.  

I look forward to working with all of you in the New Year.  

 

Betty Stoloff 

President 
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The MTNA Performance Competitions 

and NJMTA high school Scholarship 

Competition was held at Rowan Univer-

sity on Saturday, Nov 11, 2006.  Con-

gratulations to all participants, teachers, 

accompanists, and parents involved in 

the competitions. We had the honor to 

invite Tyrone Breuninger (brass); Sam-

uel Bellardo, Raffi Besalyan, Jae-Hyuck 

Cho, Beatrice H Long, Keiko Sato, San-

drine Erdely-Sayo & Karen Walwyn 

(piano); Judith Morse & Valissa Will-

cic for all the extra work she did to help 

the day run so smoothly.  Thank you 

also to our president Betty Stoloff, Flora 

Newberry, Chiu-Tze Lin, Ingrid Tang, 

Keith Ellison, Rose Lam, Courtney Lin-

Kaita and George  Lykogiannis for help-

ing out all day, and others not in men-

tion here. 

The winners of both competitions are 

listed in the njmta.com.  You may also 

open some pictures of the competition 

at the photo gallery of the website.  

mofeev, formerly of Rowan Univer-
sity where he studied with Veda 
Zuponcic, captured the Young Art-
ist Piano Competition.  The MTNA 
National Finals will be held during 
the Collaborative Conference with 
MTNAõs Canadian counterparts, 
the Canadian Federation of Music 

Associations from March 23rd ð 

27th in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 

The MTNA Eastern Division Compe-
tition had a distinct New Jersey flair 
to it.  Winners included Eryn LeCroy, 
Senior Voice, student of Dauri Ship-
pey; Albert Pae, Senior Woodwinds, 
student of Bradley Garner; and Amy 
Zhang, Junior Woodwinds, student 
of Deborah Gers.  They will be 

joined in Toronto by Junior Brass 
Representative Ryan Liu, student of 
Jonathan Schubert.  Courtney Lin 
Kaita, student of  Julie Albers, 
also received an Honorable 
Mention in the Senior Strings 
Competition.  Alexander Ti-
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werth (string); Kelly Birgfeld & Jeremy 

Blossey (Voice); Frank Mazzeo & An-

thony Salicandro (woodwind); Elena 

Benedict, Patricia Landy and Tien Tien 

Lien (High School Scholarship essay 

panel) being our judges. The level of 

performance was tremendously high.  

Our judges made very difficult decisions 

in choosing the winners.  

We wish to extend a special thanks to 

Rowan University for allowing us to use 

this fine facility and also to Veda Zupon-

From Left to Right: Lillian Livingston, Betty Stoloff, Ingrid 
Clarfield, Frederic Chiu (Guest Artist), Chiu-Ling Lin,  
Chiu-Tze Lin, Wendu Wu 
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òThe MTNA Eastern Division Competition 

had a distinct New Jersey flair to it.ó 

Toron to,  Here WE Come!  
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Frederic Chiu Master Class Students and Performers NJMTA Conference WinnersðSunday Performance NJMTA Conference WinnersðSaturday Performance 



in their own studios.  

Bravo to all the teachers and students 

that performed in the NJMTA Young 

Musicians Competitions Winners recitals 

and the MTNA Competitions Winners 

Recitals. 

These performances were outstanding 

and a credit to the high level of stu-

dents and teachers that we have in our 

organization.  

We thank Rider Uni-

versity for their sup-

port towards the 

Conference. 

They were very ac-

commodating in 

meeting our needs. 

Behind such a Con-

ference were many members that will-

ingly participated and offered their tal-

ents to insure the success of our Confer-

ence. 

Special thanks are due to our President, 

Betty Stoloff and our most active Past 

President, Marianne Lauffer. They of-

fered many hours of valuable time that 

insured the smooth running of the Con-

The NJMTA State Conference, Novem-

ber 18-19 was a tremendous success. 

Members have enthusiastically told me 

how much information they received 

on every level by attending this Confer-

ence.  Parents and students as well felt 

that they gained a great deal from the 

recitals and master classes. 

Special thanks go to our outstanding 

conference artists. 

Frederic Chiu, pianist, presented an 

exceptional concert and master class. 

Those in attendance will long remem-

ber his performance of the Beethoven/

Liszt Symphony No 5 transcription.. 

Jayn Rosenfeld, Marvin Blickenstaff and 

Craig Urquhart were inspiring to all of 

us and the students. 

Members related to me how excited 

they were to hear new ideas and ap-

proaches that were suggested by these 

artists. 

This year we were pleased to offer a 

trumpet master class which was pre-

sented by Gary Feinberg. 

I attended his 

class and was 

impressed at the 

high level of mu-

sicianship he 

inspired . 

We were pleased 

to highlight our own Nationally recog-

nized artists. 

Ingrid Jacobson Clarfield's lecture recital 

"Teaching Technique Can and Should 

be a Musical Experience" and Dr. Chiu-

Ling Linõs lecture recital "Eastern De-

light:Exploring Chinese Piano Music" 

were rich with informative and creative 

ideas that teachers were excited to use 

ference. 

 Chiu-Tze Lin went beyond her job of 

treasurer. She engaged her family and 

together they provided all the programs 

that were needed. Constance Lin Kaita 

and Courtney Lin Kaita devoted hours 

to insure the success of their re-

sponsibilities. 

 Chairpersons, Kyu-Jung Rhee, 

Bing Bing Chang, Wendy Wu, 

Ayumi Hashimoto, Dauri Shippey, 

Flora Newberry, Elena Bededict, 

Seth Rosenberg used their won-

derful organizational skills towards 

the success of their programs. 

Sarah Chen, membership, devoted 

hours of her time that resulted in 

the timely processing of the mem-

bership. 

 We were fortunate to have gradu-

ate students, now new NJMTA mem-

bers from Westminster Choir College, 

help out at the Conference. They were 

very efficient in answering members 

questions and addressing their needs. 

 I recognize that there were many other 

members that offered  help and this 

was gratefully accepted.  This successful 

Conference demonstrates what can be 

accomplished with an active support 

Staff. 

 My heartfelt thanks to all the wonderful 

clinicians, board members, other mem-

bers, and students that provided a 

memorable weekend for so many. 

  

Lillian Livingston 

President-Elect. 

  

PA G E 3  

2006 NJMTA Conference  

From Left to Right: Iyumi Hashimoto, Tomoko Harada, Chiu-Tze Lin, Wendu 
Wu, Lillian Livingston 

Presentation of  Awards at NJMTA Conference 2006 
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òMy heartfelt thanks to all the wonderful 

clinicians, board members, other members, 

and students that provided a memorable 

weekend for so many.ó -Lillian Livingston 



The NJMTA Children Helping Children 

Performathon is a non-competitive mu-

sic experience for students of all ages 

and levels of advancement.  It is an op-

portunity for students to share their 

musical talent for both artistic enrich-

ment and community service.  Music 

makes a difference in peoplesõ lives.  

Our students will make that difference 

by helping to build homes and a com-

munity center for those musicians and 

students who were so tragically af-

fected by the Katrina disaster. 

Hurricanes Katrina and Rita forced 

many musicians to flee New Or-

leans.  Jazz, blues, and classical genres 

that are the city's musical core, cannot 

return until the musicians return.  

Habitat for Humanity® International 

and New Orleans Area Habitat for Hu-

manity® are working to rebuild the 

homes of musicians so that teachers, 

students, and 

the entire com-

munity will have 

a new home 

after such a dev-

astating loss. 

Each hour of 

practice, study, 

lessons, and our final Performathon 

Recitals can be dedicated to helping 

build a home/music building for those 

who have lost so much in the Katrina 

disaster. 

Suggested minimum collection - $50.00 

per student.  No upper limit ð as much 

as possible! 

NJMTA teachers and students will hard 

work hard to prepare for these recitals 

and collect donations for the wellbeing 

team up with other teachers in their 

area to fill a segment or a recital block.  .  

 

Registration deadline is January 15, 

2007. 

 

There is no registration fee, recitals are 

free and open to the public. Donations 

should be brought to the recitals. All 

checks should be written out to New 

Orleans Habitat for Humanity  with MV 

on the memo line and cash is just fine 

too.  Additional donations will be ac-

cepted at all recitals. 
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of our fellow musicians in New Orleans. 

 

Saturday and Sunday, February 3 - 4, 

2007, the NJMTA Children Helping Chil-

dren Performathon will be held at Bris-

tol Chapel on the campus of Westmin-

ster Choir College of Rider University 

located at 101 Walnut Lane, Princeton 

NJ 08540. 

 

Nine (10) recital blocks are reserved for 

these days.  (see registration form in this 

Newsletter) Each 

recital will in-

clude 45 min-

utes of 

performing 

time with 

15 minutes 

reserved 

for award presentation and set -up.  

Each recital will have a coordina-

tor to oversee the program and 

designate jobs for teachers sched-

uled during their one hour time 

slot. The recital coordinator will 

work this out once the registration 

forms are received.  Teachers may use 

up to 15 minutes of total performing 

time for their students.  Ensembles large 

and small are welcome.  Teachers may 

T H R E E Q U A R T E R T I M E S 

òOur students will make that difference by 

helping to build homes and a community center 

for those musicians and students who were so 

tragically affected by the Katrina disaster.ó 

NJMTA Children Helping Children 

Performathon  
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Assoc iated Board of  the Roya l  School  of  music  

Fan); Grade 6 ð Andrew Chien (Yining 

Wang), Alex Zhu (You-Zheng Jiang); 

Grade 7 ð Winston Wu, violin (Ivy Yee-

Chang); Grade 8 ð Melissa Zhang (Yew-

Bin Chen).  

Congratulations to Wesley King Chen 

who received the plaque for the highest 

overall performance of the session.  This 

is the second consecutive session 

Wesley has received this award! 

In the November Theory program two 

students were awarded the Hedy King 

Robinson Prize for achieving 100% on 

their papers:  Grade 1 ð Sophie Row-

land (Margaret Sheneman); Grade 4 ð 

Anne Faiella (Margaret Knight). 

The next closing date of entry is April 

27
th

.   

 

Free Information packets may be ob-

tained by contacting Margaret Knight: 

phone: 609-268-0762 or email: marga-

retknight@comcast.net 

Three examiners from the UK spent 

most of November examining the stu-

dents from New Jersey.  Increasingly we 

are seeing instruments other than the 

piano. They included violin, viola, cello, 

harp, flute, clarinet, alto saxophone, 

guitar and voice. 

Plaques were awarded to the top per-

formers in each grade level at the High 

Scorersõ Recitals held at Rider University: 

Grade 1 ð Gelei Grace Cui, violin (Zen 

Music Center); Grade 2 ð Daisy Lee (Kay 

Tsuji-Schmidt); Grade 3 ð Kelly Zhang 

(Ieva Carucci); Grade 4 ð Lawrence 

Lung (Hsi Yu); Grade 5 ð Wesley King 

Chen, violin (Xiaofen Wang/Shirley 

$1000 Grant Opportuni ty for Nat ional ly 

Cert i f ied Teachers of Music  

any other supporting documentation.  

All entries must be received at the 

MTNA Headquarters no later than 

February 1, 2007.  

Entry forms are available on the MTNA 

Certification website at 

www.mtnacertification.org  or by con-

tacting the MTNA national  

headquarters at (888) 512-5278 or 

mtnacertification@mtna.org . 

 

Ting Ting Lien 

Certification Chair of NJMTA 

past or present PTG members and their 

families are not eligible.  

The recipient will be recognized at the 

2007 Collaborative Conference 

Awards Luncheon. The recipient is asked 

to submit a written report to  

the PTGF and the NCC when the project 

is completed.  

To apply, send a completed entry form, a 

one-page, typed study plan 

(including estimated cost, anticipated 

time frame and information about  

the proposed teacher or institution) and 

a brief description of your  

background and experience to MTNA 

Professional Certification, 441 Vine 

St., Ste. 505, Cincinnati, OH 45202-2811. 

One or two letters of  

reference are encouraged, along with 

Do you have a desire to pursue ad-

vanced piano studies, but don't have 

the resources? If you have maintained 

MTNA Professional Certification 

for at least six years and are at least 

twenty -eight years of age by 

February 1, 2007, you can apply for a 

$1,000 grant provided by the Piano  

Technicians Guild Foundation (PTGF). 

Previous recipients have used the award 

to fund study projects, piano  

lessons with master teachers and piano 

pedagogy courses. 

Applications will be screened by a Piano 

Technicians Guild (PTG) 

representative and the MTNA National 

Certification Commission (NCC). 

Previous recipients, members of the 

MTNA Board of Directors or NCC, and 

http://www.mtnacertification.org
mailto:mtnacertification@mtna.org


The New Jersey Music Teachers Association, is an affiliate of the Music Teachers National Asso-
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